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HE Information you gave *me upon my firſt 
arrival here of the great Ferment that is now 
raiſed in mens mindes by the Kings late Decla- 
ration for Liberty of Conſcience; and the Coun- + 

A ſel you were raja (0 giv me therupon for my 

- own ConduQt, that I ſhould be cautious in afferting any O- 
| . -pinionscontrary to the eurrant Stream of the Times ; This 

|) Tnformation, and this Counſel,” I Gay, were ſo Prudent and 

| ſo Friendly that Iacknowledg :my ſelf-obliged to you for 
them, and therfore Inow return you my hearty. thanks. . I 
| | know not haw you. came to agen (Ar ſuch a precaution 


was neceſſary for me, who have ſo long a Stranger to 

-,» -my own Country, -and by conſequence, who am not much 
. Wedded to any of thoſe particular FaCttions, that have this 
long, while miſerably divided'it. But I muit confeſs to you, 
that ſo it is. The News Ihad heard of that Declaration a- 

' broad, had heen ſopleafing to me, as ſeeming the onlypoſh- 
ble Cure for thoſe unhappy diviſions, that without your 
Por OPS 20N1C8 Lhonld haye heen, aſtoniſhed-at the diſlike I 
haxe. beard expreſt of it by many of my beft Friends ; and 
| Eo. "Sn perhaps 


peraps .not able therupon to .refrain from oppoſing them, ſg+, 
direCtly as might-haye loſt me their Eſteem and Friendſhi 
"which 1am very-defirous to conſerv., Whit is to you then that 
I ow the obligation of; ſome prudent relervedneſs, which I 
haye yet maintaingd in ak occaſions of converſe about public 
Concerns, during theſe eight or ten,Days. that; Ihave. been 
here :. Apd it'is t6 you therfexhat I ath fog yeſdlved to. 
addre(3 my ſelf for further*diretions.- Sueh® a” refervedneſs 
las indeed in it a Prudence which felf Intereſt wil always . 
exhort uato : .But,, when .the matter is of public” and great. 
concernment, 19 narrow, a confinement ſeems unſuitable. to... 
the generous Principle of univerſal Charity , "which: the _ 
Chriſtian Religion inſjtes, us. unto. , -Fhat Principle, you. 
know, is apt to move me when occaſions ſeem to require 
ir. And therfore-that,I may not er in my general aim of 
contributing towards the public good, I delire yau to weigh 
with me thoſe Conſiderations-which have reqdred the proſ- 
pett of a general” Liberty.of Conſcience: fo pleaſing tome ; 
that Tmay, upon your better advice, | either propagate or 
Rifle them, as ſhal appear moſt conſonant to my Duty. 

The thing in it ſelf is {6 agreeable tothe nature of Man- 
kind, aad to the particular Laws of the truly Primitive 
Chriſtian Religion, that it is much' to be. wondered how ſo 
ſociable a Creature as Man is, and ſomeek a Creature as a 
Chriſtian ought to be, ſhould have ever infringed ſuch aan _ 
excellent Rule.Can any thing be more reaſonable than for e- 
very man toallow unto another thatLiberty which he defires 
for himſelf ? Can ary thing be more peaceable than that Prin- 
ciple, which, allowing ſuch a Liberty, dos therby. take away 
the occaſion of bittereſt Contention ? The very Light of Na- 
ture direQed theWiſe Heathens unto it,during ſom Thouſands 
of Years; inſomuch that whatcver other Differences hapned 
2m9ng them, upon account of civil Intereſt, their Societies 
| WETE 
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| were never diſturbed by the diſagreement of their Conception - 
in” matters of Religious - Specularion.- -The /Jewr,, who- had . - 

reater reaſon thaneny other Nation-teſer a high valu-upon - 
Their own-Law, -as\having:received atby an extraordinary -- 


eats => ith _- 


_ Mianiftration,-:yet nevertheleſs. attempted not. to-force any 

_ ne to::a compliance therwithal, who lay not underthe ſame 
ConyiQtion as themſelves. ' The Primitive Chriſtians; who 

 Teaſonably"may be' Rppand to bave-had the :trueſt-ſenſe of 
their great Matlter's IaftruCtions; wene fo far from inculcating 
any Principles of Perſecution, that they exclaimed againſt the 
praQtice of-.it; -as.the greateſt mark of that Antichriſtiani/m 
which had been-fore-rold then-was to ſpriagupan the World. 
The Arguments-with which chis Princip ecof ..Libergy,' or 
Tolerationhas been defended ar.mmany and itrong. But itwould 
be very ſuperfluous in mez0anſiit uponthem unto-you, who 


have ſeenand heard rhem repeated of late.Yearsin athouland 
Forms, and-who ;I know aryour ſelf :convinced-of :the natu- 
ralequitableneſs of.-the things:notwithſtanding al the--incon- 
veniencys that you have repreſcated tome: in-its-praQtice. I 
wil thertoread oaly one..reaſonfor, it, which ſeems to me in-. 
vincible, and then. paſs to. the conſideration of thoſe inconve- 
niencys,. which ismy-maurdeſign. + 
 Ifay thenthavtheeftabliſhing of any Religious Perſwaſion - 
by -Force 4s ##reaſanable; *becaulc indeed it is :7mpoſſible.| [The 
Minde. of -man.is.not capable of receiving any conviftien but 
either: by ienſible-proof, -or rational demonſtration.. Blows 
and Torments.may force.an outward Conglpency -batithey - 
cannot work any change-in the Heart ; and therfore, -neither 
can any. ſuch forced. complyance.be acceptable to God,. be- 
cauſe *tisonly the Heart that helooks after. . Thus'then it. is 
evident that al the etfeft of any . forcible Impoſition in-Reli- - 
gion,. in thoſe that ar fo forced, . can be ;nothing but Hypo- - - 
erifie ;...and conſequently that nothing can be more unjuſt, 
| Nas: - 
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none 


The Liberty of Conſciencenow aimed at in England, .in 
.the ordinary Diſcourſe of People, implys no lels than the 
change of our Laws:; andrhat fon nr 4 -in thoſe twoim- 
portant Heads, 'the Pexalties imc typon Diſſenters, and. 
the- Teft for the diſcovery of Difſenters. :Thele have -been 
looked upon by ſom as the Bulwarks of our ſccurity:; and 
therfore it is not much tobe wondred.if the diſcourſe of their 
removal dos alarum thoſe mens mindes. -Neverthelcſs-if it be 
conſidered how little ſecurity.thoſe things have -been uato us, 
how . little reſt. they have :precured us-; -nay-ofrthe contrary, 
what diſcontent and murmuring, what conteſts and faftions 
they have raifed and: fomented among us-; Lfay, -if this be 
conlidered, '\methinks #he ground of mens preſent apprehen- 
Hons ſhould in a great. meaſure be'taken away. What good 
4s itz: in. trath, -that thoſe Laws have don us? They have 
;aot hindred the ſpreading of . any fanciful Opinions among 
the different SeQts into which wear. divided. But they have 
rendred al thoſe” Seftaries diſcontented, inclined them to 
Scdition and Rebellion, and therby made a 
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s This is plain mater of fo, moſt 
prey onsthet doanor wilfully ner . 
any onc be avs 7. at: = 7 
hitch ws inks experienced te.beſ0 infigniti- 
6 unto. the: ends . ong_ pu 
 we:th much: 
 profpett of chic new. Exp ot of Lis - 
y, wh "affords more _ oy, of Comfort ? - 
Tex y the:deſign, appears to io nt, —_— 
coneeiv any thing but Intereſt pry. rs 
inthe confidergtionvf it. -. | Ti 
Bit to. that ſition.of mine. It may prrhap 
ho. - lyed with ence; . Thatiit is. Inmereft gore 
the reluſtancy wear of, and that Rn Intereft* 
barn ſie, it is fitting men._ſhou maintain .it;.and - 
_ Saptrr_—n contrary therunto: Forthis they think {i 
y authorized by that Fundamental Maxim, of Sela 
Porch, _ which affirms the. Peoples Intereſt to be the ſu-"- 
c w. 
FT his Maexith.indeed-I allow.tobe unqueſtionably juſt; and: 
if their application.of it to rhis wears be ſo toog we muſt: ac-/ - 
knowledg they havercaſon, and joyn.withthem: Bur if, on:- 
the contrary, the continuance of. the: Teſt and Penalties be 
only the Intereſt of a very ſmal-part of the. Nation, and that» 
the general Tiitereft'of the whole, Iys in the. Liberty now des: - 
ſigned, then wil the: force of heir mal. Artillery Nony ae} 
pointed againſt-themſelves, agd their Argument cafily de-:- 
ſtroyed. . It is neceſſary therfore to conſider whoſe Intereſt it: 
is to introduce this Liberty, and whoſe to. eit.;:that we. 
may judg- mar ene Fr etna gel es that. 
nj orb otaly, t at homan-can ng in eabourt: : 
The whole 1 Body of: Diſfenters > the Church: of : 
Englind, however ſubdivided and diſtinguiſhed ig, 
things, - 
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:- therfore nothing can be more.natural.than for-them-to deſire - 
Liberty and Eaſe. : . Now this colleftive Body-of hc: ſcveral., 
Difſenrers-is manifeſtly greater: thact the-Ciuiich bf England. 
. alcne;” But beſides theſe, it is-alſo evideatrhiac agreat'part of ; 
| the Chutch of Ezg/ard it {elf} I dar boldly-fay: the beſt partief 
it,thoſe-Learned and Rational Divines, i mean,who have ſom- 
;* times by opprovry beea termed Latituainarians; (thoin truth 


the wor, 
clared ſel of moderate Principles, their Iateteſt lys.alfo 
evidently 1n Moderation and Forbearance, becauſe they ar no 
leſs hared by the ſeverer ſort of. their own Brethren thanevyen . 
the Diſienters themfelvs .; and:the-People that have been .in- , 
fluenced by their. Doftrin is ſo numerous, 'that.the remaining : 
{tritand narrow-ſpirited Church-of- Exg/and-men;whoſe In- . 
ter{it .ingages them to maintain their own Priviledges by in- 
fringing the juſt Rights of their Neighbours z this remaining 
- number, I fay, is ſo ſmal in compariſon of the whole Body of 
the Nation, that it. iseven: ridiculous for them to build their 
pretences upon the forementioned Maxim, which-4n effef} is 
direQHly contrary therunto.  - Fear abs wen 
Now if this be [o indeed, ;that Liberty: of Conſcience is.not - 
only the:Right of every:particular Man,. but alſo the general 
Intereſtof the whale: Nation, methinks av Man ought any - 
longer to beafthawel of, or alarumed at the projeCQ of it; but. 
rather every honeſt Man ought -to contribute his Endeavours . 
; that it may ſucceed. PE Y 
Yes, may oonlyy': tf it were ay Liberty of Conſcience 
that were pretended to, there could be little, objefted againit . 
it: Nay, it muſt be confeſt that;the beat of. the Nation 
that way 1s now ſo ſtrong, that the moft part would freely 
enough conſent to the abokſhings of thoſe Penal Lav wiucs 
ave 


'Fhey have al beca ftraitned, perſecuted andoppreſſed ; -and q 


ſound nothing but honorable) Thoſe have always de- , 
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have hitherto. reſtrained ic; But, ay they,” that is-not-al. 
" Thoſe that 'delign [the aboliſhing of the Penal Laws,” do ar 
- the ſame time deſign to take away the” Teſt, and:therby-not 
" onely to permit the Exerciſe of the Roman Catholic Religi- 
08, but alſo to admit Roman Catholics:into a ſhare of our 

Governmeat-; which,-they ad, is a Conſideration wholly: of« 
different Nature from that-of meer Liberty. of Conſcience, 
and the PraCtice wherof would be very 2 rap This'15 
"the ObjeCtion that makes:the great Cry in this Conjunttare. 
Thoſe that endeavour to introduce Liberty of Conſcience aim 
 alfo to-take, away the Teft:; Thoſe that would takeaway the 
Teſt ar ſecret-if not open Papiſts:' And both the'oneand the 
other, ungder,pretence of Liberty of Conſcience, ar Betrayers 
_ of the tru Libertys and fundamental Laws of their Country. 
With this Cry many medeft and honeſt Men ar bora-down, 
and filenced.. And indeed -it requires more than' ordinary 
Courage and Strength to bear up againſt ſo impetuous a Tor- 
- -rent. But whea all is:don, Truthand Reafon arable robear 
up againſt any thing : And therefore I will now examin im- 
partially whether they be found on the ſide of thele ObjeCtors, 
or of the ferementioned Patrons of -Liberty.: ' © _ | 

Two things eſpecially ar hereto be inquired into. - Firſt, 

whether the TR, 2 as it is by Law impoſed: upon Roman Ca- 
tholics, be really an Intrenchment upon the natural and juſt 
Liberty of their Conſciences, : or whether indeed it be a meer 
political thing of a differeart, Nature, without: any- Relation 
therunto. And in the nextplace,: whether the taking away 
of that Teſt may probably prove adyantagious or prejudicial to 
the general Intereſt of the Nation. Upon theſe two Conſide- 
rations lys the-Streſs of: this whole Debare: | 
Now:.to the, fir x, I muſt,needsaffirm that in -my Opinion 
tlie impoſing of that Telt'1s 3 thing of a. mixt Nature. It 1s 
indeed political,, becauſerhedefign of itis to exclude. the Ro- 
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man- Catholics from _ Iefiployment 2 But it is alſo Reſi-- 
gious, becauſe it makes their Opinion in Religion the Con- - 
dition-of that Excluſion : -And therefore it can in no wile be 
faid to be of ſo different a Nature from the Liberty of Conſci- 
ence weare ſpeaking of,. as to have no Relation at al therunto. . 
On the contrary, I conceiv not how -any one can doubt it to 
bean infringement of that Itiberty. For thoſe Imploymeants 
being not hereditary, the way-to-them is by Nature open to 
every Man,according as his Capacity andother Cireum{tances 
may fit him forthem. _ Now if a Perſorrotherwiſe duly qua--- 
lifcd for ſuch an Imploymentz which *might inable him. and 
his Family to live in-Eafe and Comfort, ſhalt by reaſon of - 
ſome Optnion4n religious Matters beexcluded from that Im- 
ployment, and:therby-expoſed to Penury and Hardſhip ; this. 
indeed is not adireCt putting that Perſon to Death for that 
Opinion, but it 1s a taking. away from him thar. Talent which - 
Nature or Induſtry had given him :as a Proviſton for the . 
Comfort of. his Life. * And can any one now fay that ſuch a 
Practice is not a Btirden or a Snare to that Mans Conſcience ? 
What real Difference is there, I beſeech you, whether the 
Laws of the Land do authoriſe a Miniſter of Juſrice 'to. op- 
preſs and. torment a Man Ffor-his Opinion, or that they caſt 
the Man himſelfiinto fuch Cireumftances that his own Ne- 
ceſſities do the ſame thing ? Surely there is none at al. It is 
as..clear therfore. as Noon-day that the impoſing of this Teſt 

is a {traitning of the natural and: juſt Liberty of fuch a Per- 
ſons Conſcience. And therfore- whoever dos acknowledg 
in general that Liberty of Conſcience ts- a Right of Nature 
and of Chriſtianity, as-hath before been-hinted, muſt in par- 
ticular acknowledg. that the Feſt. is uawarrantable, becauſe 

it is an evideat Infringement. therof.-- Now the far greater 
Part of the Nation, at this day, ſeeming inclind, by that 
Reaſon, to theaboliſhing of Penal Laws-; if they would _- 
conlo-. - 


| Cn). | ; 
| _ --eonſonantly fo their own Principles, -they ought, for the 
lame "ir An to defire the Aboliſhing' of the Teſt alfo. 

* This Point being once gained, that the impoſing of thus or 
- any other ſuch like Teſt, in matters of Religion, is an In- 
.fringment of our Natural and Chriſtian Eiberty, the remain- 

ing Conſiderations that ar urged: in favor of it, ought not to 

be of any great weight withupright and honeſt-minded Men. 

Tho ſom Advantage might be pretended to be found in the 

doing of it, we ought-not for any Advantage-to tranſgreſs ſo 

fundamental a Law, We muit not ſis that Grace may abound. 

We-muſt:zot do Evil that Good may enſue. Thoſe ar known 

Precepts; and if they were attended to, this Debate might 

here be ended. But 1ztereſt, Intereſt,isa ſtrange thing. People 

ar pofleſt with an Opinion that the admitting -of Roman 

Catholics into a ſhare of our Government is-agaiaſtthe Inte-' 

reſt of the 'Nation:: And therefore they ſtill think. they ar 

-bound to oppoſe it, per fas & nefas. I muſt thertore go ow 

{cill further, 1n examining now whether the extending of Li- 
-berty of Conſcience ſo far as T have ſhown that it ought to go, 
iz, To the taking away ofthe Teft, and by conſequence to 
the admitting Roman'Cathselies into publick Offices, be con- 
trary to the general Intereſt of the Nationor no. - - - 

That we may judg rightly of this Queſtion, we muſt con-- 
fider in what Circumſtances the Nation is now ſcituated,both 
1a _reſpeCt of the: Head and Body of it. © Onur Prince is aCatho- 
. lic; and we ourſelves ar divided intofeveral S285, of which 


the Catholics arin number the leaſt conſiderable. The Inte- 


relt of all-thole Sets, excepting only a ſmal 'number of ri- - 
g1d and narrow-ſpirited Church of England Men, has been al- 
ready ſhown, to lie in Toleration -and Liberty. -« But there is . 
norcaſen-to expett the King ſhould indulge them in that be» 
loyed Liberty, unleſs they conſent to allow him the ſame Li 
berty for thoſe of his own Perſwaſton. Now that Indulgmene 
| B 2 and 
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and that Conſent do neceſfarily imply the fame Extent onthe 
one fide as on the other. The/Proteſtant'Difſenters claims # 
Right to public Imployments : And ſhallnotthe Kingidemand” 
the ſame'Right for Catholic Difſenters alſo?  Hemay do it {6 


much the more reaſonably as theConformity ofthew Principles 
with his may naturally induce: hyn-to-confide: morein-their 
Aﬀecttion and Fidelity. "Fhis being fo, and the Liberty which 
we thirit after not being obtainable at any other Price, - who 
can be {o unmannerly and.ſo 11 natured as- to-refuſe unto the 
King that which, they demand-of him for themſelves Or 
who can:be ſochildk{hly humorſom;, and-:fo devilithly ma- 


licious, as torefuſe unto themſelys:their own reaſonable and : 


neceflary Comforts,. rather then: allow-others- to enjoy the 
like ? Soſtrange an Extravagance as that cannot, certainly,fal 
into very many Heads.. 'For-it being evident by this Conſt- 


deration,that al thoſe whoſe Intereſt obliges them todeſire Li- 


berty for: themſelvs ( which+is to ſay.the far -greater- part of 
the Nation ) ar _ by the ſame Reafon toallow theſame 
Liberty, in its utmoſt extent, unto others : Becauſe their own 


is not otherwiſe obtainable: T ſay this being fo, though it my 


ſeem hard to ſay, yetreally it is much harder not to. ſuſpe 
{om Defef either in the Inrellefts or. Integrity of theſe that 
oppoſe it, 

But prehaps I fing of Viftory too ſoox. The Oppoſers of- 


that Branch of Liberty which I now plead for, wil be apt to 


tel we that it is not femply upon the account of their Religi- 
ou that the Roman Catholics ar exeladed from any ſhare in 


our Government; but becauſe. their Principles tend. ts the 


Oppreſſion of ethers, and make them reſtleſs until they them- 
{etves become abſolute Mafters. This Obyettion indeed would 
have ſom Force if it. proceeded from Perſons who were them- 


ſetvs ingoceat of the Crimes they impate unto. ethers : =. 
| .where 
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where al are equally Guilty, it may; be wondred with what” 


' forhead any one can produceit. The plain Truth is, that e-- 


ver -fince Religiort became twiſted with ſecular Intereſt, and: 
the Profeſſion of Divinity became a Trade, al ſides have trove © 
to get uppermolt ; and being fo, have perſecuted their Fel- 
lows. | The Invention of new Creeas or Fejts, and the Per- 
fecution'of Diflenters,- is ted too ancient. | The tru Simplicity 
of our Saviors and-his Apoſtles Dottrin, andthe meckneſs of 
their'Spirit, laſted not:-many Ages: I dar not fay how few 
Years. 'But let us look nearer-Home: - Calvis; thegreat In- 
ftitutor of Presbyterianiſm, {hewedithe narrownels of his 
Spirit inthe Niceneſ$of- his Theological Syſtem, rhe Cruel- 
ty of his Spirit4n the Death of Server ;" and his Followers have 
trod faithfally in his Steps, as-well by the frequent Supe: feeta- - 
tion of their Articles of pretended Orthodoxy, -as by their 
Perfetcution of Diffenters where they. have--had Power, and - 
by their Reſiſtance ever- in open. War, where they have been 
abridged of the Privilidges they pretended unto. - Shall T in- 
ſtance alſo in our Church of. Ezglazd ?..Iam loth to difcover 
our own Shame. Burt,alas,it lys already too open, without my 
Diſcovery. She has perſecuted ever fince her'firſt Efabliſh; 
ment : And ſom-of the Penal Laws then made, ar now the 
very SubjeCt of this preſent Debate. . This:Guilt has been Uni- 
verlal. And if Jeſus Chrift ſhould now ſay unto the Parti- 
Zans of al-SeQs, -as of old unto the Pharaſees who accuſed the 
Woman taken in - Adultery, let- him-that is Innocent 'tait the 
fir# Stone, T am perſwaded the Effect would' now-be the : 


ſame as then; they would «! go away' Convitted. - Lat not 


that therfore be urged againſt any one unto which al ar e- | 
qually obnoxious. An Objection looſes al irs Force when it 
may {© juſtly be retorted againſt the' ObjeCtor. 

: O but, will ſom ſay, the Caſe is not equal, The Danger is 


greater from theRomanCatholics thay fronicthers,in that thevery 
| Prizn- 
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Principles of their Religion do difſolve their Ovligition x0- 
Fidelity, and leave them at liberty to purſu the Advance- 
ament of their Church by the Vielation of al. the moſt ſacred 
Bonds with which other Men ar tied. For ſhame, let us in 
the End learn to be more equitable, and not 1mpute uatoany 
Maa as a Principle of his Religion that whuch he utterly dif- 
owns. Tf there havebeen Men-amongit them of ſuch perni- 
cious Principles, have there not been ſuch allo amongſt us? 
If ſom of their Caſuiſtical Doors have palliated in ſom Oc- 


caſions the Crimes of Treaſon and Rebellion, have not ſom 


of our zealous Miniſters in other Occaſions incouraged unto 


the ſame? We want not our Authorsthat maintain miſchie- 
vous Principles,. no more than they want theirs : witneſs the- 
Liſt of thoſe condemaed not long ago by the Vuiverſity of 


Oxford, Now will any Presbyterian think he has fair Play 
ſhown him by thoſe that ſhal umpute unto him al.the Con- 


- {zquences wiuch may be drawa from the Writings of Bucha- 


242 ; ora Church of England Man from thoſe of Jalian Fohr- 
ſon? Crimesare perſonal. AndSocieties muſt nor be condem- 
ned forthe Miſcariages of particular Perfons. Let every Man 


rhen bear his own Burthen. Let us al henceforward ceaſe from 
criminating ochers with things wherwich we- our ſelves may- 
be 15 juſtly recriminated. Now the ſureſt way to [rifle cheſ: | 
Neproaciys is by mending the Faults, Whertore let us now 


.0n al {id:3 {rudy to reform whatever is amiſs: Let us unani- 
moully renoxnce the Principle of Perſecution : and let that be 


the oly Teff, upon whici our Government be modelled, as : 


has been already judictally adviſed by another Hand. In do- 


ing {o, there is no Fear but the common Union and Intereſt 


of al Parties, 1n a League of mutual Liberty, will be incom- 


paradly a better S-curity for us againſt any particular Uluc- | 


per, then our feverz! Fattions have been hitherto one againt 
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But 


»# 
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But ſtil this Anſwer is: not dire& enough. Thoſe that” 
ar: Partys in ſuch a Caſe are ſeldom ſenfible of the Danger 
wherwith they threaten others, but always intent upon thoſe 
Dangers wherwith they conceiv that others" threaten ther. 
It is not ſufficient therfore to tel them that the. Danger on 


| both ſides is mutual. No, they expetft that on their Side there 


ſhould be no Danger at al. Let us endeavor therfore to ſatisfy 
them in-that Point alſo : and then kt them fhew themſelves 
to. be worthy Citizens, by a cheerful Compliance with their 
own Duty, and our common Intereſt. What can this Dan- -. 
ger be that is apprehended by the taking away of-the Teſt? 

Phat the - Papiſts ſhould Lord -it over us, : and with an: open 
Force extirpate our Religion by- the: ancient Metlrod of - 
Fire and Fagot, or work our Converfion - by- the' new | 
Mode of Dragooning ? But that is not rationally tobe appre- 


| hended from ſo inconſiderable a Number of Men-as they ar. 


Is it ſuppeſed. that their Numbers may increaſe; and in the 
end grow formidable ? That Argumeat ftrikesmore directly 
againſt the Toleration of their  Religion-+than againſt *the 
aboliſhing of the Teft : For it is the *Yolerationalone which 
will giv them Oppertunity of ſpreading:/therr DoCtrins; and 


 laboring-to make Proſelites. Wherfore that Argument ought 


nat to be urged by thoſe who acknowleds that Teleration to 
be a natural Right and a Chriſtian Duty ; which eertainly 
moſt Men now do, and al Men ought to.do. No, but it wil -- 
be ſaid that the Temptation-to Popery wil be yet greater, by. 
the: open way to advantagious Imp/oyments, when the Teſt: 
{hal be taken away.But do not thole ObjeQtors ſee andconſider 
the uncertainty of the Continuance of thoſe Advantages. or - 
perhaps even.ſome ſtinging Conſequence attending them;un-- 
der a dromlines arativr ? Ay certainly they ar not ſoblinde 

as to be ignorant-therof. Experience has ſhown them already. 
the. Force of that Antidote in ſom- eminent Inſtances, 'which- 
may: 


(16) 
-may {finite them that no poiſonous EfteQts, ateaft no 'mertal 
-ORCS, ar-now to be apprehended from this guilded Pil of Pre- 
ferment. 7 Belle : 

I might here ad many other Conſiderations to diffipate this 
-panic Fear. As, The Spirit of the Nation, -now animated 
-more than ever 'again{t Popery. "The Intereit of the Papiſts 

themſelves to keep within modeſt and moderate Bounds,left 
too. great a ſtrerching after things out of their Reach, ſhould 
make them loſe their preſent Fooring. And, not impropet- 
ly, The Word of a K7nz, who has ſolemnly piemiſed us that 
he will not ſuffer any Man to be opprefſed mn the-juſt Eiberty 
- of his Conſcience: Of -« Kring, Tay, who dos not now firit 
| begin to affe&t that Language, but who has been long known 
.to aſſert the ſame Principle: Of 2 Kzzg, who values himſelf 
-more upon his Integrity and: Faithfulneſs than upon all- the 
Glories and. Advantages of his: Crown: And of a Kzxg, in 
fine, whole Intereſt as welas Honour ebliges him to keep his 
'Word. Theſe ar al Conſiderations of weight. But atter'a 
Demonitration of the Impoſhbility that .the Roman Catho-. 
lics ſhould arriveto that Strength as to be able to hurt us,(tho 
we ſuppole them to be never ſo willing) its ſuperfluous to 
inlarge upon Topics of a weaker Nature. That which can- 
.n0: happen in humane Probability, need not be feared in hu- 
mane Conduct, nor ougit it to be objeRed in humane Con- - 
ſultations. | | 
I wil therefore here ſtop the Courſe of theſe Refleftions ; 
which I muit acknowledg do now ſeem unto me ſtrong 
enough to diffipate thoſe: Fears which your Prudence firft in- 
tilled inco my Minde, and to inconrage an honeſt Heart to go 
.on ſtreight forwards, as Providence {hall enable him, in'the 
.preſent Work of this Day,notwithſtanding any Oppoſition or 
Reproach that may attend it. Thething in-it felf is good. 
And-therfore I declare to you, that I will no-longer be 
aſhamed *. | 


E led EEE oi 
"-aſhamedar afraid to ſhew my Approbation of it, and'to &(- 
| Poſe others; as T may be able, uno the ſame Senciments. 1 


any atry Speculations, nor ſhadowy. Ceremonys, but wholty 
_ C ; 


ought indeed, in good Manners, to have expeQted your Judg-"* 


tnent, before I made ſo expreſs a Declaration of 'my own. Bur 
Iknow your Honeſty too wel to doubt of your Concurrence 
herein, and your Friendibip too wel to tar any hard Cen- 
fare for my. tranſgreſſng thoſe little Rules of formal Decen- 
cy. Let us bath of. us put- our Hands to the Work, in Gods 
|. Name, in the Sphere where we are/placed, And to begin 
- the Attempt, f you judg that theſe Refleftions ef -mine'may 
bein any Io uſeful unto the Public, I-giv you'free Liber- 
' ty to difper IN ; 

miſfion'ingages me to.ad . yet-a few: Words more ; which ar 
- not indeed much needful: to your ſelf, 'bur-may-perhaps not 

be | | 


the Difintbre ednels I have ſhewn :in reſpect of the different 
SeRts of Proteftants ; as if I were my ſelf a Papiſt, and deſign- - 
cd wholly to favorize that Party. To obviate that Prejudice, 
Ttherfore delire the World may. know-that Fam fo far from 
being ingaged in any Party,that:Eſincetelydeſire the Diftinti- 
ons of all Parties may be obliterated amohgt Mankind, and 
that's! the Ends of the Earth may te brought into Sabjettion* 
and Obediewce unzo the Geſpel::of the: Holy Feſns, and own 


e them as.yon think convenient, But that Per- 


unuſeful to others. | | Es 1142 
Inperufing what Lhaye writ, T cannot but {= that a 
ce may ariſe againſt mein fome Mens Mindes, from 


-” 


no other Name or Profefion -but that' of Chriltianity. Oh 
what gtorious Days, Oh. what tranſporting Comforts, and fo-' 
lid Fappineſs, would that 'Temper of Spirit bring tnto the 
World! "Then would the Root of CoMenita be-cut up;when - 
al Men were, engaged in the fame Caute. Diſputes woultl 


' farely ceaſe,, when Men came-to know: that rhe* Rehivion 


which JefusChriflt came to. in{titurte:upon EartlyzeSn.ift$not in” 
and 


would theneafily infer, from:ſuche Foyudariart ,;' that: Noti- 


| rlaly Liuſts, we ſhould, 
Liu ſoberly, righteonſly, and: Goalily in thi Preſet. World. This, 
LW . Y » ; | - % db oY Ity, SELIG, 
{tr1&t Obſervance of the Rules of ' Julkice, of, Truth, and of, 
4zzverſal Charity and\Gopd-wil towards one-anvthe »Which.is the; 
choiceſt Flower in al the Garland of Chriftian Vertues... bas 


would increaſe. with them 5 and the Seeds of Diſcord would. 


” A % + »7 


Name of his God, Princes would notthen'pteſ; Untormity. 


- 


ORC Or £ miſtake thoſe; 
Fundamental and. eſſential Points, when al were agreed that- . 
they conſiſted only .in Pzety, Sobriety, "a; Pertu. An Aus;.. 


72 Subjection-mixed, 
with Lov, would make-al Eitates- of Men'as happy as our. 


This. 


=. 
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*:Dhis/Thought, wh fee, has'a-little warmed-me;” and tis" 
wonder. it :i{hould'7 For indeed it 5s'the only Fire that heats my 
Zeal, the only Spring that gives Motion to my/fluggith and 

- indifferent Temper. God grant that it-may kindle ſom Mea- - 
{ures of a like Flame, nay -a higher-Meafare, -F befeechr him; 
ar thoſe that read ir. Then ſhould T hope 'daily'to ſee more 
and: more conſfidetable' Advancements in'the-Work that Pro- 
vidence ſeems [to be now acting in the- World.” © Shal F ex> -- 
pkin my Meaning? Why not? I amfure-it tends not. tothe : 
Injury.of any Man, andtherforcit-cannot be reputed Crimi- 
nal,. \Wel;-*tis this: ThePerſeaution* we have heard of in 
Frantes: Fara wel informed; has in{pit*d2 ſtrange Spiric of Re- 


formation into the Ramifh Clergy themſelvs; They acknow- 

' ledgthe Abuſes that ar in ther Chureh, as far as ever its 
outward -Occonomy and public Authority wil admit: They 
preachopenly at Pariz againſt al manner of Snperftition'and 
Idoktry:s Theyinftrutt their Atidifors in +fpiritual -Addra-' - 
tion of rhe Nſipreme:- Deity: They -doinot rack the Conſcien-: 
ces of theifPenitents with any-ftrict'Derermination-in Points: 
incomprehenſible, batthey rurn thenr wholly*to-the Efſential | 
Dutys of Life: And'tmthis Minded entfearotidbebit: | 
and mainfain Unity between themſelvs: and their New. Cons" 
verts, as they'cal-them, / i» the-Bond of Peace: This appears 


\ "* 
a wok 


to meat Arntiper Haſfis tothe Deſigns of the Anthors of that 
Perſecution ;-aRebound' guided by Providence, which pro-- - 
duces afar different ERC from the-dire&t- Blow.” ©But this, 
isnet al: We have-heard'of fomehing like1t, tn Ttaly, andiin* + 
Sperm; which: has already made {for ' Noiſe. and; x very con" --- 
!iderable Progreſs in thoſe Coyntrys; Perhaps in! theſe”. -. 
things may beccnſured-by fom DoQtors of thar- Communion, . 
whoar as: much wedded to' their old-fafhioned Popery; as the 
narrower {fort of | Church-of-England-Men- (.am Pro-" 
teltants )- ar. weddad to their liturgical Rites and-Cereme-" 


(-20*) | EO” "IP 
---py$: © But. however 'it is one Step, nay a great Advancement; 
towards a general inlightning of Mens Minds in truReligiog; 
- which Iftrongly hope wil be conduttel by Providence toa .. 
happy Ifſu. And as I conterwplate the ProjpeCt of our Fing- 
liſh-Liberty, as a Diſpenfation of Gods own -DireQion;*ex- 
tended unto us by a Hand from whence we leaſt expeQtedit;- 
as an Inſtrument more exattly fitted by him-for-the Atchiev- * 
ment of this great Work thanrhoſe others aforementioned; fo”: 
I heartily wiſh that al-tru-hearted--Engliſhmen- would: put 
their Hands unto this Work.; that we maybe al found: a/ti-.. 
gent. Laborers in the Vineyard whert we-- ar placed, faithful: 
Servants in the .Improvement of -the Talett commuted untows,. 
and by xo means barren and untruitful inthe Kaowledg of our: 
Lord Jeſus Chrift, unto which-we have {0 much pretended. - 

Pardon, I intreat you, this Excurſion. +It:is now: timefor” 
me to return to my. firtt Theme,.and draw towards/a:Con-: 
eluſion of this tedious Letter. Thoſe that read it with-un-' 
prejudiced Eys wil caſily.diſcern.that write it not toſerve the : 
Intereſt of any one Party, further than that Intereſt tends : 
to the peneral. Good : And that I dclpile the Cenſures of al. 
Partys, 1 compariſon to the SatisfaEtion I , propound unts 


> 


my ſelf in contributing towards.that Good. My Rute :is: * 


ſtreight. Let others make. theirs {o too, and we ſhal al1n- : 
fallibly arriveat that happy Reit which.we al breath after. : 
I wil ſum up what I have ſaid, or ſupply what I have omit- ! 
ted, ina few.Words. Liberty of Conſcience is the natural 
Right of Mankind, . and the general Intereſt of England. Pe- : 
nal Laws and Teſts ar diredX Infringements of that Right, - 
and they tend evidently to the ruin of that Intereft; ' Wal : 
we therfore acquit our ſelves like honeft and prudent; Meg, - 
kt us ſettle our ſelves in that our. natural Privitedg, anddet - 
us aboliſh every, thing that is oppoſite therugro. Let us:a-: 
boliſh tnofe things, I ſay, we that ar private Perſons, in : 
per- 


Dear Sir, 


Yours, Oc. 


